
A Message from Civic League President Lindsay Johnson:

Aswebid farewell to 2024andembrace the opportunities of 2025, there’s a
natural desire for fresh beginnings andmeaningful connections. This timeof
year often inspires us to reflect on thewayswe canmakeadifference—not just
in our own lives, but in the lives of those aroundus.What betterway to do this
than throughactive participation in our neighborhood civic league?

Our civic league ismore than just a group that plans events. It’s the heart of our
community, a collective of neighborswho come together to strengthen the
bonds thatmakeour neighborhoodnot just a place to live, but a place to truly
belong. I want to encourage you to bepart of something truly transformative in
the coming year.

WhyGet Involved?

1. ShapeOurNeighborhood’s Future
Whenyou join the civic league, your voicematters.Whether it’s discussing newprojects,
addressing concerns, or sharing ideas for community improvement, your input helps guide the
direction of our neighborhood.

2. Meet YourNeighbors
In today’s fast-pacedworld, it’s easy to feel disconnected, even from thepeople living just next
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3. door. Being part of the civic leagueallows you to build relationshipswith your neighbors and
create a support network thatmakes our community stronger andmore vibrant.

4. Learn andGrow
Civic involvement offers opportunities to developnew skills. It’s a chance to growpersonally and
professionallywhile contributing to a cause that benefits everyone.

How toGet Involved

● AttendaMeeting: Our next civic leaguemeeting is January 16th at 6:30pm.Whether you’re a
long-time resident or a newcomer, we’d love to see you there. Thiswill be a socialmixer so come
andmeet your neighbors!

● Join a Committee: Fromevent planning to neighborhood safety, there’s a role for everyone.
● Share Your Ideas: Have an idea for an initiative or improvement? Bring it to the table!
● Volunteer: Whether youhave anhour aweekor a fewhours amonth, your timemakes a

difference.
● Pay yourDues:Oneof the simplest andmost impactfulways to support our neighborhood is by

paying your $25 yearly civic leaguedues.

Together, we can create aneighborhood that continues to thrive—aplacewhere everyone feels connected,
valued, andproud to call home. Let’smake2025a year of growth, collaboration, and community spirit.

I look forward to seeing youat our upcomingmeeting andworking alongside eachof you tomakeour
neighborhoodoneof the best at the beach. Here’s to a fantastic newyear!

Warm regards,
Lindsay Johnson

Civic LeaguePresident

757-582-3705
ericlindsayjohnson@gmail.com

Help Us Update Our Database!
Was the information on your letter you received incorrect?
If so, help us to update our database byfilling out this form.
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Fall Festival Chili Contest Winners!

Our Fall Festival this yearwas anotherwildly successful evening of camaraderie betweenneighbors young
andold fromall corners of Larkspur.Many thanks to thosewhohelpedmake the evening run smoothly,
especially the Larkspur Swim&Racquet Club, whohelpedmake this joint event such ahuge success.

Also, congratulations to the following neighborswhose culinarywizardly earned them tophonors in the
following categories:

BestOverall Chili Spiciest Chili Best Chowder/Soup
Liz Savage Mary Anne Spooner Kristen Lovering
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Treasurer’s Report

It’s hard to believe that 2024went by so fast!Wehada lot of successful functions andhope to
continue to doa lotmore in the future! Remember, yourmembership to the Larkspur Civic
Leaguebenefits us all in somanyways! If youpaid your $25.00 Civic Leaguedues already - thank

you! If youhaven’t paid yet, wewould love for you to do so! If youwant to add your phonenumbers or an
e-mail address to ourmailing list, pleasefill out this form .Wewant tomake sure youare receiving all the
exciting neighborhoodnews!

After donating $5000.00 to the Larkspur SwimandRacquet Club in June this past summer, to assist with
repaving the parking lot (whichwill be donebefore the pool opens!), wenowhaveabalance of $10,014.28
in our checking account andour CD is nowvaluedat $5737.68. I wish youall awarmwinter andaHappyNew
Year!

Sincerely, Jody Korman/Treasurer
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JoinUs!
Larkspur Civic League: JoinUs in StrengtheningOur Community!

Did you know that of the 700households in Larkspur, only about 50were up to date on
membership dues last year? Wearewell on ourway to beating that number for 2025,

already! Whilewedeeply appreciate thosewho contributed, imagine the impactwe couldmakewith 100%
participation!

Your $25annualmembership dues go a longway in supporting neighborhood initiatives, community events,
and improvements that benefit all residents. That’s less than $2.10 amonth—farmore affordable thanan
HOA fee, whichwould likely charge that amount ormore everymonth!

By now, every household should have received a letter and invoice for 2025membership. If youhaven’t
already, please take amoment to renewor join today. It’s a simpleway to invest in our neighborhoodand
make sure your voice is part of the conversation.

Together, we canbuild a stronger,more connected Larkspur. Let’smake2025 the year of full
participation—becausewhenweall pitch in, everyonewins!

To pay your dues or learnmore about howyour contributions help, visit www.larkspurcivicleague.org. Thank
you for supporting the Larkspur Civic League!

Eric Johnson

Larkspur Civic LeagueMembership

Civic LeagueMembership

For a small $25donation per year to our Civic League you canenjoy a quarterly newsletter, advocacy, and
Civic Leaguepicnic. Help us get to 100%membership in theneighborhood!

Name: _____________________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Phone: ___________________Email:_____________________________
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Virginia Beach Council of Civic Organizations (VBCCO)

WayneMitnick, the Larkspur representative to theVirginia Beach Council of CivicOrganizations (VBCCO)
passes along anexciting programcurrently in theworks at theVBCCO: theVBCCOUniversity! Readon for
more information.

VBCCOUniversity: Your Gateway to Civic Engagement

TheVirginia Beach Council of CivicOrganizations (VBCCO) is thrilled to announce the launchof VBCCO
University, an exciting new initiative designed to educate andempower Virginia Beach residents onhow to
engage effectivelywith local government.With classes set to begin in early 2025, this programaims to break
downbarriers to civic involvement andprovide residentswith the tools they need tomake their voices
heard.

OurMission

Time is often the biggest barrier to learning and involvement in local government. VBCCOUniversity aims to
overcome this by offering concise, impactful one-hour classes taught by City elected officials, staff, and
subjectmatter experts. These sessionswill provide practical knowledge about howVirginia Beachoperates
andhow residents can interactwith their government to influence decisions that shape their community.

Kickoff: Class 1 inQ12025

Thefirst class, “Introduction to Virginia Beach City Government,” will serve as the foundation for VBCCO
University and is scheduled to begin in thefirst quarter of 2025. Classeswill be held at theVirginia Beach
Central Library, a convenient andaccessible location for residents across the city.

Once logistics, including the place, time, and content for Class 1, are finalized, the remaining curriculumwill
be scheduled.
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CurriculumOverview

VBCCOUniversity offers awide-ranging curriculumdesigned tomake residentsmore aware of City
Government andempower them to take anactive role in their community. Topics include:

● Introduction to Virginia Beach City
Government

● Civic Engagement andAdvocacy
● The Comprehensive Plan: A Citizen’s

Guide
● Workingwith Councilmembers
● Engaging Planning Commissioners
● CollaboratingwithDepartmentDirectors

and Staff
● CityWebsiteDeepDive
● How to File and Track a FOIARequest
● LocatingGrantOpportunities and

Funding

● Effective Community Advocacy
● Conflict Resolution andMediation
● Crisis Communication andMedia

Relations
● Zoning and LandUse101
● BuildingResilientNeighborhoods
● LeadershipDevelopment for Civic

Leaders
● Participating in the Budget Process
● Mastering the Legislative Process

ProgramHighlights

● One-Hour Classes: Focused sessions that respect your timewhile delivering valuable insights.
● Expert Instructors: Learn directly from thosewho leadandworkwithin the City, aswell as other

subjectmatter experts.
● Interactive Learning: Classes are designed to bepractical and engaging, helping residents take

actionable steps to influence their local government.
● Building Knowledge and Skills: Topics range fromnavigating the City’s website to understanding

zoning, budget processes, and conflict resolution.

VBCCO’s Vision

VBCCOUniversity ismore than just a series of classes; it’s a long-term commitment to fostering amore
informedandengaged community. Theultimate goal is tomakeVirginia Beachamodel for civic education
andengagement by giving residents the knowledge and tools they need to participatemeaningfully in local
government.

Get Involved

Whether you’re a seasonedadvocate, a curious resident, or someone looking to enhance their leadership
skills, VBCCOUniversity offers something for everyone. Stay tuned for details on enrollment and the official
start date of Class 1. Together, we canmakeVirginia Beacha stronger,more resilient community! Questions?
Please contactWayneMitnick (757 )651-8115(wmitnick@aol.com), orMikeAnderson (757) 585-5695 for
more information.
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Larkspur Garden Club News

The Larkspur Garden Clubhadabusy and fun year in 2024! The club started the year out in Januarywith a
presentation on Ikebana Floral Arranging, andmembers had funmaking their ownarrangements. In
InMay, the clubhada successful Plant Sale (thank you to our neighborswhobought plants from the club).
Also inMay, themembers took a fun trip to theNorfolk Zoo. Theflowerswere blooming, and theweather
was beautiful. The club’s lastmeeting before their traditional summer breakwas held at The
Whitehurst-BuffingtonHouse in Virginia Beach. Newofficerswere installed followedby a luncheon.
Thenewpresident isMaryWhite, vice-president KarinDridge, secretaryDebbie Blackledge, and
treasurer Stacey Allin.

Yard-of-the-month judging continued through the summermonths. After the summer break, the club
resumed itsmonthlymeetings in September. InOctober they hadapumpkin decorating presentation,
wheremembers decorating pumpkins; the pumpkinswere beautiful andmadeanice addition to their home
fall decorating décor. Someof the club’smembers also attended theVirginia Beach Council of Garden Clubs
November fundraiser onflower arranging.

Decemberwas forwreathmaking andour clubhelped tomakewreaths for the city of Virginia Beach, and
decorated the banister at the historicWhitehurst-Buffingtonhouse (the decorationswere ALL natural).
Theholidaywouldn’t be completewithout a party. Oneof the clubmembers openedher home tohost
the annual Garden Club’s Christmas/holiday party.

TheGardenClubwould like to thankMargaret “Cookie”Duffey for serving as the club’s president for
the past six years. The position of ClubPresident has traditionally beenamuch shorter term, but for
for various reasons, Cookie remained in the position. Several events andaccolades for the clubpunctuated
her years of leadership. Cookie turned the reins over to incoming presidentMaryWhite, and continues
to participate in all the club’s activities.

The Larkspur Garden Clubmeets the third Tuesday of eachmonth (Sept-Nov and Jan-May) from9:30 a.m. to
approximately 11:30 a.m. in the Larkspur Pool Clubhouse. If you’re interested in attending ameeting or
joining the garden club, wewelcomeyou!Membership is open year-round.

Formore information about anupcomingmeeting please contactMaryWhite at (757) 407-6211.
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Yard of theMonthWinners!

October 2024

Mike andKristenWindslow
525GleneagleDrive

November 2024

Frank and TrishWatson
601 SamSnead Lane

December 2024

TimandValery Pyron
608Ryder Cup Lane

Congratulations and thanks to all whoparticipated; it’s great to see Larkspur looking so good!

For those interested in participating in Yard-of-the-Month,here iswhat the judgeswill be looking for:

● General Appearance: Grassmowedandedged,weed free, greenwith nobrowngrass
● Beds cleanedandedged
● Walks, driveways, and curbs edgedand swept
● Shrubs neatly trimmedandpruned
● Seasonal colors (flowers)
● General neatness: Garbage cans out of sight; no toys, bikes etc. on front lawn; hoses rolled up; air

conditioners hiddenby shrubs; no boat or R.V. in the driveway (those itemshave to behidden
behind a fence).

● The front lawnhas adiscernable, intentionally balanced landscapedesign
● House andpropertymust be in goodorder andupkeep

The same judging criteria is used eachmonth, but the judges changemonthly and remain anonymous.
Good luck to all!!

The LGCencourages residents to take pride in their homes andneighborhood. In turn, we look to celebrate
thosewhodoa superior job inmaintaining their yards in such away that they enhance the overall curb
appeal of the entire community, contributing to aneighborhoodwe canall be proudof!
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Larkspur Ladies Looking for VolunteerOpportunities, Please TakeNote!!

This article, which appeared in a
recent edition ofKempsville
Living, brings to light a fantastic
organization that is doing great
things to help local non-profits.
Weare bringing it to your
attentionhere in our newsletter
because someof our Larkspur
neighbors aremembers. The
organization describes itself as
“a collective ofwomen
dedicated tomaking a
meaningful impact in the
HamptonRoads community by
providingfinancial support and
volunteering our time to uplift
local non-profits anddrive
positive change.”

If, after reading through the
information, youare interested
infinding outmore, please
reachout at
empower757vb@gmail.com
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Questions? Concerns? Ideas?

Haveaquestion, concern or idea about the LarkspurNeighborhood? Let us know sowe can
bring it up for consideration at our upcoming boardmeeting onOctober 6th! Our current
agenda includes the following items:

● Revisiting sidewalk petition on EdwinDrive
● Landscaping at the entrances to theneighborhood
● Painting the brick columns on the Larkspur entry signs
● Creating anddistributingmembershipmailers for 2025

Send your thoughts, ideas and/or questions here!
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Stayed Tuned forNews and Info. on the Summer of 2025!

It’s never too early to start thinking about summer in Larkspur! By the timeour
next newsletter is out, plans for summer funat the poolwill bewell underway,
and information about the Larkspur Laserswill be available. For now, findout
more about the Larkspur Swim&Racquet Clubhere, and click here for a general
overviewofwhat the Larkspur Lasers are all about.
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Larkspur Civic League Board of Trustees

President- Lindsay Johnson Treasurer- Jody Korman
Membership – Eric Johnson Newsletter –Jeanne Johnson
Website – Eric Johnson Larkspur Swim & Racquet Club - Delvin Peeks
Garden Club – Elizabeth Savage Secretary- Kim Bedinger
Programs- Cary Savage

Committee Members:
Mike Anderson Jim Stone

To contact Board or Committee Members, please email larkspurvirginia@gmail.com or call (757) 219-2089

Save the Dates!

January 16th Civic LeagueMeeting at the LSRC Clubhouse 6:30 p.m.

January 29th BloodDrive at the LSRC Clubhouse 9:00 am.-3:00 p.m.

*** Yard of theMonth Judgingwill take place during the last fewdays of eachmonth.
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