
 

 

Neighborhood Info & Events 
 
Message from the Civic League President 

We are excited to announce that we are 
finishing out the year strong! We are excited to start 
making some changes and hopefully bringing this 
wonderful community together even more than it 
already is. We have some board positions open and 
would welcome new members. We meet a couple of 
times a year to discuss what is happening in the 
neighborhood and prepare for general meetings. We 
could use some help with advocating to the city for items that are brought to our attention. 
We are losing a few of our board members who have given many years to helping our Civic 
League.  Please join me in thanking Jim Stone and Maureen Humphreys for their dedicated 
service to our community. Jim has been a pillar for us in being the membership chair, 
webmaster, helping with special projects and in general the all around Civic League 
knowledge bearer.  

In our previous newsletter we said we were 
working on the entrance signs. That did get completed in 
August. We hired Couillard Land Company to clean out all 
of the dead plants and weeds and they remulched and 
planted some new low maintenance plants for us. Feel free 
to reach out to them for your needs, (757) 354-7601 or 
https://couillard-land-co.business.site/.  We still have 
some work to do but we are making small strides. The Civic League would like to plan a 
social gathering as soon as we are able. Keep an eye out for updates. Personally, I am 
looking forward to keeping this neighborhood amazing.  Please feel free to call, text, or 
email me at any time with any questions or concerns. 

Thanks,  
Mike Fouts 
757-635-7078 
michael.fouts@gmail.com 
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What does the Civic League do? Why do we have it?  

Our Mission 

Our Larkspur Civic League is a registered non-profit voluntary neighborhood organization 
whose primary goal and interest is maintaining and improving quality of life in the Larkspur 
neighborhood consisting of 759 homes.   

Our Objectives and How We Operate 

The civic league allows citizens to have a voice in local government and other external 
organizations or agencies that could have an impact on our community.   We work on behalf of 
neighborhood residents to address infrastructure activities with city departments.  We will regularly 
advocate with the city on issues such as street pavement, potholes, overgrown trees or bushes on 
city/commercial property, storm drainage, criminal activity, and other such issues as they may 
arise.  We serve as an advocate with utilities to achieve such objectives as hardening the power grid, 
underground utilities, and communications.  The appropriate committee within our civic league 
board of trustees will maintain contact information within the different agencies.  They will know 
who to call, who to talk to and who to write letters to in order to achieve our goals.  Conversely, the 
civic league provides city departments and other organizations with a point-of-contact within the 
neighborhood to work on issues, projects and disseminate information.   

Additionally the civic league will organize several community events annually.  Typically 
these will include an annual welcome to summer pool party, and at least one socially themed 
General Membership meeting.  We may assist in other activities such as picnics or cookouts, 
cleanup days, community yard sales, and Larkspur Swim and Racquet Club (LSRC) neighborhood 
activities.  These events serve as a way for neighbors to meet and enjoy each other’s company.  In a 
time where many people are increasingly disassociated with their neighbors because of jobs, families 
and other commitments, civic league organized or supported events provide a neighborhood 
meeting place for old friends and neighbors to reconnect. 

The civic league is a voluntary organization.   We are not a home-owners organization 
(HOA), thus, participation and membership is purely voluntary.   In order to successfully perform our 
advocacy and social roles however, a certain amount of funding is required.   As such, we encourage 
residents to join by paying a very modest annual January to December membership dues.  All 
members of a household are covered under one membership subscription.  These dues help cover 
the costs of organizing social events, paying for neighborhood beautification projects such as our 
entrance signs on both ends of Edwin Drive, and covering the costs of running a small organization 
(printing costs, website costs, etc.).  The civic league, as a non-profit LLC, has deeded ownership of 
the Larkspur Swim and Racquet Club property.  This is an asset to neighborhood values, which we 
must periodically maintain. 

The members of our civic league elect a Board of Trustees, each for a two year term.  These 
are the individuals who are tasked with the management of the league’s activities, write and 
maintain the By-Laws, organize meetings, form and staff committees, arrange guest speakers, plan 
activities, and act as points-of-contact for the various city/other agencies.   

We normally hold five to six trustee meetings and three General Membership meetings each 
year.  While generally informal, both trustee and General Membership meetings tend to be well 
organized, with votes following parliamentary procedures, giving a democratic process to 
proceedings and decisions.  General Membership meetings are open to all residents, and represent 
an additional opportunity to actively join and support the civic league.   A typical General 
Membership meeting consists of opening remarks, treasurer and other committee reports, 
presentation/discussion/decision (including votes) of any neighborhood issues/initiatives before 

 



the league.  Time permitting, we usually invite guest speakers to speak on topics of broad interest to 
members and the neighborhood.   

Good communications are essential to an effective civic league operation.   

● We maintain a Larkspur Civic League website (https://larkspurvb.club/) which 
serves both as a bulletin board of ongoing events and issues and as a means for 
residents/members to communicate back to the civic league board of trustees.  The site is 
easy to navigate, and features a “contact us” page to ask questions or raise issues or 
concerns.  We try to respond within one day, two at the latest.  With the current Covid-19 
protocols, we have conducted surveys, and also parliamentary votes via the website.  The 
website also allows members/new members to join via credit/debit card. 

● While the website allows “pull” information, we also use email as a “push” vehicle to 
communicate to members for issues/information that is more time driven.  While 
dissemination of email/phone is not required to join the civic league or participate in 
information, we strongly encourage it.  Email/phone lists are not disseminated and we have 
an “opt out” policy as well. 

● We publish a neighborhood newsletter a minimum of three times each year.  To save 
costs we email a copy as an attachment and post it on the website.  For those residents who 
have indicated they do not have any electronic communication means, a copy of the 
newsletter is direct mailed or dropped off to them. 

● Members of the board of trustees also monitor and contribute to sites such as 
Next-Door as well. 

In summary, our Larkspur Civic League is a voluntary group of neighbors, organized 
together to work toward improving our neighborhood through advocacy, encouraging neighbors to 
engage each other through meetings and social events, effective communications, and seeking to 
improve overall quality of life.   Please consider joining and supporting. 
 

 

                      

 

https://larkspurvb.club/


Civic League Meetings on hold until further notice 

Due to COVID-19 and the safety of our neighbors we have 
put our meetings on hold until we have a better 
understanding of the virus and can meet again safely. 
Thank you for your understanding in this matter.  

 
Yard of the Month 

Congratulations to our Yard of the Month 
winners!  
August was Bill and Sharon Matthews on 
Green Valley Drive.  
September was Bert and Carol Reavis on 
Ironwood.  
 
We still have October and November for yard 
of the month. Then we will have our Holiday 
decorating. Remember there are two 
categories, daytime and nighttime. After that 
we will take a break and give you a chance to 

prep for Spring and we will pick some winners again! 

 

News from Kempsville Meadows 
Elementary School  
Kempsville Meadows Elementary is happy to 
have students back in the building! Thank 
you to Rocky Holcomb and the Virginia 
Beach Sheriff's Dept for coming out to greet 
our students.  It was a long 6 months for staff 
and students to be apart. We have a new 
assistant principal to welcome to the 
building, Ms. Craven! We are strictly 
following COVID restrictions and aren’t 
having any events currently. You will see our carpool flow has changed some and 
we are trying to have the least impact on Edwin as possible during drop off and pick up 
times. Thank you for your patience. We look forward to a wonderful year of keeping our 
students, families, and staff safe and healthy. 

 

 

 



 

Larkspur Swim and Racquet Club is more than just a pool and most of our events are open to the 
community.  Here is what you have missed out on; we have a “Beer Club” that meets every other week,  we have 
“Wine Club” that meets monthly and we will offer “Yoga on the Lawn.”  

We will be having a Fall Festival on October 17th from 3-7pm. Pelican Pete’s Mobile Pizza will be here 
and will give 10% of sales to the club.  Even if you can’t stay for the festival, consider stopping by to grab dinner 
and support Larkspur Swim. 

Here is what we are working on: 

1. Registration is currently open for the 2021 season and can be done on our website here. As most of you 
know by now, the start of the 2021 LSRC season begins on October 1, 2020. Please take note of the new 
rates, and the new monthly subscription plan option that will allow current and future members to 
spread the cost of membership across a 12-month period. 

The new price options are as follows:  

●  Singles - $20 per month or  $240 one time 
●  Couples - $30 per month or  $360 one time 
●  Family - $40 per month or  $480 one time 
 
Monthly membership plans can be purchased at any time, 
and include a one-time registration fee at the time of 
purchase (see graphic). Please keep in mind, however, that 
the registration fee increases as the year progresses. 
Current members can still renew their 
memberships before December 31 at the 2020 
rates ($200, $300, $400), but without a monthly payment 
plan option. 
Please email Delvin Peeks  with any questions regarding membership. 
 

2. Clubhouse Rental:  Our club is available to use as a rental. Birthday parties, baby showers, group 
meetings, etc.  We can make the space work for you. You can 
check out our rates and information at 
www.larkspurswim.com/rental  

You may notice some activity at our pool in the evenings,  Coastal 
Virginia Aquatic Club (CVAC) is renting the pool for swim practices. 
They plan to be a partner with Larkspur for years to come. You may 
notice a “bubble” go up soon so practices can continue through the 
winter.  

Feel free to use our code when you order pizza from Papa Johns and 
help us raise funds to continue improving the pool! We are working 
towards replacing the pool deck lights.  

Please reach out to us at info@larkspurswim.com , call us at (757) 219-2751, or text us (757) 500-0614.  
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Larkspur Civic League Treasurer’s Report 
This year has been a crazy year for everyone!! We have all spent more time at home this 
year, working, schooling and probably cleaning out some closets. Hopefully everyone feels 
safe and secure at home. It’s nice to know we live in a nice neighborhood and have great 
neighbors. Our Civic League tries to help with any neighborhood issues and is run 
completely by volunteers. Our dues are our only major source of income. To those of you 
who paid your $25.00 dues, we greatly appreciate it. If you would like to pay your dues 
now, that would be appreciated too! It can be paid online by going to our website... 
Larkspurvb.club or by mailing in a check. This year’s dues have paid for our neighborhood 
newsletters and mailings, maintenance for our Larkspur entrance signs and assistance to 
the Larkspur Swim and Racquet Club for needed renovations. Hopefully, one day we will 
archive 100% membership in the Larkspur Civic League. Hope you all have a happy holiday 
season and stay safe and as Mr. Rogers would say,  
 
“It's a beautiful day in this neighborhood 
A beautiful day for a neighbor 
Would you be mine? Could you be mine? 
Won’t you be my neighbor?...” 
 
Treasurer’s Report for 2020 
This year, we brought in $2,349.89. We have spent $5,363.55 on cleaning up the front 
entrance signs, assistance to Larkspur Swim with the remodeling, newsletters and fees. We 
have $7,699.65 remaining in our account.   
 

 

Civic League Membership 

   For a small $25 donation per year to our Civic League you can enjoy a quarterly 
newsletter, advocacy, and Civic League picnic.  Help us get to 100% membership in the 
neighborhood!  

Name: _____________________________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ___________________Email:______________________________ 

Checks can be sent/dropped off to Jody Korman at 704 Southleaf Drive, 23462 or  

you can join online at larkspurvb.club 
 

 

 

http://larkspurvb.club/


Larkspur Civic League Board 
                                 President- Mike Fouts      Treasurer- Jody Korman 

Membership – Eric Johnson  Newsletter –Lindsay Johnson  
        Website – Eric Johnson           Larkspur Swim & Racquet Club - Lindsay Johnson  

Garden Club – Elizabeth Savage 
 

Committee Members:  
Wayne Mitnick Mike Anderson 

Cary Savage Jason Sampson Aris Hazzis  
 

  

            
  

Here's What to Plant in the Fall for the Prettiest 
Spring Yard   
From the Larkspur Garden Club 
 
Autumn is the perfect time to plant bulbs, perennials, and 
more before winter sets in.  
Planting in the fall will reap beautiful flowers and foliage in the Spring.  
 
After a steamy summer, autumn's cooler air temperatures are easier on both plants and gardeners, 
the soil is still warm enough to allow roots to grow until the ground freezes. Pests and disease 
problems generally fade away in the fall. Look for deals on spring-blooming bulbs, perennials, trees, 
and shrubs, which can all be planted in the fall, up until we get hit with a hard frost.  And don't forget 

 



your lawn; cool-season turf grass can be seeded this time of year, too. Get these plants in the 
ground in fall, and they'll reward you with gorgeous color in spring. 
 

1. Spring Bulbs 

All spring-blooming bulbs such as tulips and hyacinths need a period of cold to bloom, which is why 
they need to be planted in fall even though you won't be able to enjoy them until the following 
spring. Bulbs come in a wide variety, so choose colors, heights, and bloom times that work best in 
your garden. 

2. Pansies and Violas   

Fall is the time to plant pansies and violas because the still-warm soil temperatures give roots time 
to grow enough to survive the winter. Plus, by planting them in fall, you get two seasons of 
enjoyment out of these cool-season favorites; they'll often start blooming again when the weather 
warms up in spring. To help them over winter, add a thick layer of mulch around them once the soil 
is frozen; this insulates them from alternate freezing and thawing cycles that can heave these small 
plants out of the ground. 

3. Turf Grass   

Fall is the best time to establish new turf grass, either by seeding or laying down fresh sod. When 
creating a brand new lawn, seeding is usually the cheaper and easier DIY option, but sod will give 
more immediate results. If you'd just like to repair a patchy or sparse lawn, first rake the spots to 
expose soil, sprinkle grass seeds wherever you want them to grow, then cover lightly with compost 
or straw.  Keep the new grass well watered until freezing temperatures arrive. 

4. Trees and Shrubs   

Once the weather cools, but the soil is still warm enough for root development, it's the perfect time 
to plant trees and shrubs. Before digging, remember to check with Miss Utility for any underground 
lines. Always plant trees and shrubs at their natural soil lines. Keep newly planted trees or shrubs 
well watered until the ground freezes so they get a good start before going into full dormancy 
during winter. 

5. Perennials 

Autumn is also a good time to add to your collection of perennials.  You can divide and replant 
existing perennials such as hostas and astilbe.  Keep any fall-planted perennials well watered until 
the ground freezes to encourage them to grow new, healthy roots before they go dormant for the 
winter.  Protect them from frost heaving with a blanket of mulch (or shredded leaves), layered about 
3 inches thick around them. When spring rolls around, they'll be ready to fill out your garden beds 
with fresh foliage. 

The Larkspur Garden Club is an active group of neighbors who enjoy gardening, beautiful yards, and 
getting together.  If you would like more information about the club and our meetings please 
contact 
Cookie at (750) 450-4051. 

 


